SERM 


Preached at 


BRIDGWATE 


AT AN 


*. 
Vp. 


Ordination of Miniſters, 


Auguſt 2. 1698- 


By Z. B. 


LONDON, 


Printed for 7. Roberts, and are to be Sold: by him 
at his Shop in Bridewater; and hf Ks Sprint 
in Little-Britain. 1699. 


© eu 448 


(39) 


NES ———_— 
FOE ont 
er ——— EREETpLermu pa __ A 
; 
_ 


—— 


PO 
__— 


JER. XXII. 21, 22. 


T have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran : 
T have not ſpoken to them, yet they propheſi- 
ed. But if they had ſtood in my Counſel, and 
had cauſed my People to hear my. words, then 
they ſhould have turned them from their evil 
ways, and from the evil of their doings. 


HisProphetFeremiah livedin the declining 
time of the Kingdom of Fadab ; in which 
(as hecomplains) Profaneneſs was gong 
forth inta all the Land.For the reforming 
of which, he was raiſed up, but-nort prevailing here. 
in, he doth foretell the Captivity, which was now 
at hand. Hereby it appears what critical Circum- 
ſtances the Prophet was in ; for it was hard to be- 
lieve, that what he had foretold would come to paſs, 
was not what he defir d-ſhould come to paſs. This 
put him upottthat ſolemn appeal to God, 1have not 
defi” d the wofull day, O. Lord thou know'ſt.: It did 
perhaps make the People fuſpect him to be'a man 
difaffeted: tro the Government, that hediffer'd:ina 
manner from all men as to the intereſt of the Nation 
as things then ſtood; for he-all along told them, 
that it was their only way: to preſerve themſelyes 
from utter Deſtruion, to ſubmit tothe Bablonians 
and Chaldeans, and not to-depend upon; the: vaim: 
Luccorsof Egype; this would prove a brokenReed, 
rhaps they:had ic 
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of Fudah, that it did never after that time recover 
Trier,” Xin. 23. 25; It ſeems,” that the” meaſurts 
which wiſe Princes ſhould take for their own ſafety . 
muſt change with the ; Times. -. For:that which at 
one time may preſerve, upon the change of circum- 
Nances, may undo.a- Kingdom. ' Now this CounſT] 
of. the Prophet nor ta.depend upan.Egypr diſpleaſed 
the Courc, bur ic. did .much more; Provoke chem, 
that che Prophet did fo plainly and particularly cell 
them of thoſe Sins that provok'd God againſt the 
Nation: A!l men; but chiefly great men, above all 
others, Courtiers are impatient of Reproof, a Pro- 
phet of the Lord that doth not gently handle them, 
muſt needs fall under their Difj pleaſure; forthey that 
go infoft Raiment, andare in Kings houſes do expect 
tobe complemented as well in the'Pulpit as in the 
Street: Iris no marvel if the Prophet in theſe hard 
circumſtances was: uneaſie ; for he had King and 
Court;City and Country, Prieſts, Prophets and Peo- 
ple:againſthim, as one that had deceived the People, 
as-pne diſaffected to rhe "Government ; hence are 
his Complaiats, cap: 15:'t0, Wo « me that my mother 
broug l1s.\me (forth as a: thaniof Contentionttwthe wbols 
earib;He'had neitherlenc nor. borrowedapon Uſury, 
or &very'one hated\hith, every \one was againſt 

im: But hat which: above any thing'gave hint 
trouble;*was the falſe:Prophets, chatcold?Princeand> 
Peoplethe contrary towhat Feremzab tad: prophes: 


bediTheſs weretheytliaccried Peace;rhar endea- 


youred-to perſuade.the pep! that noevit was comi- 
Mag, WV. 16; 17. Hearken not 30 12 words. of: the Pro 
Abets that propbeſit unty jou; they wake you'wain, thiy: 
4 tiiofzor of: their: o2bds. bear ts, anti: ror. out of the. 
rwokthi'of the: Lord (Antimwhat was:it thar theſe Pro- 
phets:;uiduld have the-People believe:?- why, that 
pu coming upbnithem, there: was no need 
of a Refotodion, all would end well;and in = 
'e a FREY. ; 
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they ex proſerenr; confidence;.and pretended Tafpi-' 
ration, v. 18. Who hath jtoed in the Counſel of the Ldndp 
and hath perecivediaud beard::hjs word? i. e:xuho Be- 
ſides ur felyes,;who better than; ons -ate/acquhincert: 
fone the :ſeeret purpoſes:of::Gbd:to this Nation 2: 

therefore believe not. Feremiab; he is kcperſon? 
eel ptdbes Governmettz:and ſpeaks ns!own- 
diſcontent,, and.nor what fſhall-come to pats2i Kg 
will relieve us; and fave; ;u6:;ant of the handsof he: 
Caideans and. Babylunians ;,weiſhall have Reactjthere ; 
will be no-Captiyity. Now: theſe Prophersthd noo: 
only deceive: thei-people,: buc they: did  alſofireng- 
then the hands! ot; evil D6ers.; ''So.chat none didrex: 
turn from his. Wickedneſs,Ptvfaene/s Was (paibgarch! 
tothe 2phole:band; +. þ f} 

2;\Now concerningtlieſe Prophers, Feremih inches 
words doth-obſerye two thipgs,.viz. . 2 
.. 1; Slow; theyomade: theinſelyes. Prophes,: Y but: 
Gad had-nor-ſencthem..: 21 11 337 22 03 of Þoi? 
:2.: How they hed abuketthe. google and-dexgived 
them, ſpeaking;as from:God whac:God:had mor ie- 
veard- unto theme... 1 hewe: Bo}, [ent theſe Prophbers, yet 
they ren: Lhawe ne ſpoken te-chemn,” Jer they pripheſſed. 
They thruſt zhemſelves. inta:the Abniſtry, and ranwiths 
0 their. cerrand.sr ;And* Lig: "for thy chat rtiey alld be 
verely rebuk'd,,:: | 
5 Sothag fromthe words F may obſerve lo? nan: ; 
ſary. ic is for:theſe that come:'in; Gad's Name;: that 
they be ſent. of God, for to go before we are-ſenr;to: 
propheſe-before God peaktqus, is to. do; whattheſe 
falle Prophets did, who fail'd in theſe rworthinggoiz. 
' 1. In entringinto their Office,being notcaltd:s ir.” 
2, In. the;execution of cheir. Office, fav gheyrpro- 
Pheſigd to the people, buritwas not what Grod'had 
ſpoken to chem; -for chey'rold: the peopte.chere was 
no evil coming upon them, po Captivity-ati Had, 
all would end well ; Egypt with: its Succors would 
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be able to preferve them from thegrowing greatuelÞ 


of the Babylonians and Caldeans. © >: | 
I confeſs, that I find my ſelf under one difadvan-- 
tage which I did not':confider, whets. F firft applied: 
my. ſelf to ſpeak to theſe words, viz. that in ſpeaking 
to them T muſt apply what's ſpoken of Prophets ex< 
traordinary, and immediately calledand ſent to that 
which is ordinary, forfois the calling of a Miniſter; 
for I' wiſl-not meddle with'thoſe that pretend to be 
immediately called and ſent of God.: However, at-' 
lowing for what is extraordinary ,and the words may” 
be fitly'enough applied 0 a GoſpeE-Minifter. - W& 
muſt be ſent, as well as 'thoſe Prophiets'that were 
immediately ſent ; cho? E confefs, *tis mot int all re-- 
ſpecs as they were ſent. Rom. 10:'15.' How ſbaÞ: 
tbey preach, except they be ſent ? Who-can inthenathe 
of declare the word of Reconciliation as'the 
| ger of God, thatis nor auttiorifſed and quali- 
fied fo to do? and yet it is not the meanitig of ehe* 
Apoſtle that every- Miniſter muſt be ſenc as be hitn- 
ſelf was, 1 Cor, 11.23. -Thave 'recetued' of the Lord, 
that which 1 have alſo delivered unto'ybu.' We do not” 
pretend that we have received either-our-Commiſe" 
ſionor-out Errand immediately-fromChriit, as the 
Apotte did, and yet a[Miniſter that preacherh the' 
ſame Doctrine, may without preſumption ſpeak ehe/ 
ſamewords, Somechingthe Minifter receives; which 
he is not to deliver: the Officer nay; 7atid in ſome: 
caſes ought to ſhew'his Warrant that gives him Au-- 
thority, but not to. part-with it. - However -as 6: 
Miniſter is to take heed,'that he don't detiver what 
he hath 'nor received ; 46 alſo he muſt nor pretend 
to come-in God's name, *except God hath ſent him. 
He ttiaris not ſent, hath no Authority-to niake uſe 
of that-man's Name that did nor ſend him.” 
This confeſs, may be a ſuirable Subjedt upon this 
occafion, to ſhew how neceſſary *tis for Miniſters - 
| & 
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be ſent of Gos, in order to our Acceptatice wi:h 
God, atid Succeſs among the people, that the want 
thereof may not lie at our own doors. As. it was 
with theſe falſe Prophets, If #hey had food in my 
Counſel, and cauſed my people to hear my words, then 
they ſhould hawe turn'd them from their evil ay, and 

rom the evil of their doings. NR | 
But becauſe it is agreed upon on both hands, that 
they thar preach che Goſpel muſt be ſent ; and the 
difference is chiefly in this, how they muſt be ſent, 
who are they that under God muſt javeſt them in 
the Miniſtry ; I fay, for this reaſon I ſhall wave the 
uſual method of aSermon, and ſpend the remainder 
of our time in ſpeaking to this Queſtion, viz. | 
How may it be known to the ſatisfaction of our 
ſelves, and the people that attend our Miniftry,whe- 
ther we are ſent of God ? I mean; as far'as *cis ne- 
ceſſary for thoſe that-pretetid not to be immediate- 
ly called ad: ent of God. © We all love glad Ty- 
dings, and are apt to wellcome the Meſſenger that 
brings'ther, and indeed it is but fir it ſhould be ſo; 
Iſa. 524 7. How beautifull' are the feer of them that 
bring glad tydings ? And yet *ris not fit that every 
one that knows (as Abimaz) ſomethinig' of the mat- 
ter, ſhould'go without ſending. Our Brethren thac 
ſarisfie chemſelves in their Conformity are" not con- 
tent that the publick Maintenance 1s engroſſed to 
themſelves, but chey would engroſs the” 'Miniftry,' 
many of them; and don't only condemn us for the 


exerciſe of- our Miniſtry as Schifmarical, | but they 


would have ir believ'd among the people; that our 
Miniſtry is a Nullity, that we are not ſent of God. 
Now to relieve our ſelves againf} this Cenſure, and 
to give what fatisfaftion I can; 1 ſhall make it my 
buſineſs at this time to anſwer this Queſtion, wiz. 
How ſhall ic appear that we are ferit of God ? No 
man taketh (ought to take) this honoxr to bimſelf, but- 
he that is called of Ged,Heb. 5.4. A4 Now 
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Now in anſwer to. this Queſtion, I ſhall hy gown 
theſe three things, VIR, 

Firſ#, He that is duely ſent of God doth Gncerely: 
deſign, and chiefly deſire the Glory of God, andthe 
good of Souls, by turning men from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the power of Satan to God. The 
deſign of the Miniſtry is to. better Mankind 3 ; and 
for this end St. Paul! was ſent. - 

Secondly, A Miniſter ſent of God is competently 
qualified for that Service, with: che Gifts of, Know- 
ledge and Utterance, both which are eflentially ne- 
cellary to the/Miniftry. }., -. 

Thirdly,, To:make him a Miniſter, he muſt be ap- 
prov'd, devoted, conſecrated-and ordained by ſuch 
as have received, power-to.jinveſt men in the Mini- 
ſtry. He that hath theſe Qualifications, v4z. a {1n- 
cere deſire ta ſerve Godin the. Miniftry, 4 1s qualified 
for it, not only in his own conceit, but in the udg- 
ment of thoſe-ta whom it belongs to ordain;-and is 

by them ſer apare for the-work 3 the People ought 
to own himas a Miniſter,asqne. whomGog. hath ſent. 

Firſt, Wecan.never juitifie'our ſelvesbefore-God, 
- nor to! our Qwn Conſcignces, except. there be a 

ſincere Gdefire:ta, do good-te. mens Souls, except we 
can ſay .,with;the Apoſtle,-7 \{cek Bos yours but you, 
Your good ynore than your reward. For to. delign che: 
Miniſtry as: a Calling to live/by,and'tolopk:ng-high- 
Cr, is ſo lowand mean, that he that looks no thigher- 
is unworthy. ofthe Name. True it is, that: he;rbar 
preacheth.' the Guſpe I muſt live by the Goſpel, as they 
that [ere at the x1 had their maintenance. from the. 
Altar, 1 Gor,9.-12,14 For if.itbea Calling, and: if 
Miniſters qughtas much asthey areable togive them- 
ſelves to the; wark of their Minittry,as their Calling, 
and that whally, as the Apoſtle commandeth Tims- 
thy todo, 1 Tim. 4. 14, 15. Give Attendance 2 read- 


ing, to exhort ation, 'T/ aoftrime, neglect 20r the. ifs that 
> Fo 
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7 if thee, whbich was giventhee: by Prophefie , with the. 
laying: on-of the hands of the Preibytery;: Meditate upon 
theſe thirigs,,give thy ſelf wholly'togbem.. 1 ſay,cif.it 
be a Calling, tisalmoſt as eafie toprove that a main- 
renance is due yo; .them, as *tis:;tor prove that:they: 
muſt eat.and drink:: and the.peoplerare toconkder 
this:morethan (1 fear} chey do.'':The:want heredf 
muſt-in; time quite extinguiſh, or:'at:leaſt cauſe.zhe. 
Miniſtry. to dwindle.away into Contempt. :Andithe: 
Lamp muſt needs-go; out, wheri 'tis not maintain: 
with-Qil, though-nat:ſofoon as-when *cis blowaud, 
People therefore ſhohld-take hded-that they: do nt: 
thatby.detaining:a maintenance}: which theirEne-: 
mies wouldido:byifarce' and-violencs;: :And yeteo! 
daſigg the Miniftty.;as a _Calling:to livei by; :and: 20 
bave:;no higher ends:is:baſe atxchinjencebary,:; 111! 
this, viz. Do youcruſt that yaurare inwardly mo- 
ved by the HolyGhoſt ro rake upon you this Office: 
and Miniſtry: to-ſerve. God, for theipromoting ofihts: 
Glory, and for; the: edifying his People 2 And: ths 
anſwer that evexy,alamyſt make; tharwill :beots 
dain'd is this; y/2i&anpaſtT amcSurcipithe thinges 
to be;conſider'd byralit Miniſters, bywvgerfiae ara MID 
niſters,:that if our. defign was rotemirgly: the Glo 
ry of Ged-and che good of. Souls, [torbeaſhamd:bft 
it, and humbled fogitphac wetane under chatiGurſe! 
charge. Fhreantegd againſt the hguiſe of: £/5, 11Sape.. 
2. 364; Pur. me intacone:of: the Prieffs Offices thatiL may; 
eat bread, And, thof that ar- this ti Are Enfrirlgy 
upon; the ; Miniſteyybould - ferigufly; gonſider..that 
Queſtion, whether atey. can. with 'a good /Canſci-; 
ence; make thar anſfivgr, and nor Jie inithe Preſence: 
of God,and the Congregation in ſoſolemn a-mannex, 
and ,upon ſo ſolemn-an-occaſion. : -And' yet 'tis too: 
evident.that many Miniſtersnever hag, that inwargi 
motion, -nay perhaps:did never: cenfider what. it: 
3-4 IS, 
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is. If it were well weigh'd, that heat that they 
have to be made Miniſters would ſoon abate in 
them, thae have nothing more in: their Eye, bur: 
ſome Benefice, ro which they:cannot have Preſen- 
cation and Induftion, but by Orders. And ſothey 
enter into the Miniſtry as men do'inro ſecular Eth- 
ployments and Callings to get'a fivelihood.' Now 
if men do make their firſt ſtepinto che Miniſtry 'by 
a Lie, ſuch an'open ſolemn Lie as this, that they 
are mov'd by the 'Holy-Ghoſtto:take upon them 
this Miniftry ; to ſerve God inthe edifying his peo- 
ple; and yet 'as to'this inward: motion they know 
nothing of it bur chis;:thac they know they never 
had it, Tt is no:great wonder ifſuch Miniſters ha - 
ving gotten into the: Miniſtry 'as'into a Calling to 
maintainand enrich themſelves; 'dve' endeavour to 
make the belt of their Calling;"'by' graſping' inco 
cheir hands/as many: places as/by Favour gr Simo- 
nythey caniget; and then ſublticute ifome poor MNi- 
terate Curate, a thing ſo openly Randalous, that the 
Council of 7T74»t would 'have> reformn'd- it io che 
Church of Rome ; nay it is reforn@'in ſome Chur- 
ches: belonging to that Commulhion, but not” in-the 
Church of England, notwithſtanding the greatout- 
cries we have mate about ourSeparationfrom them. 
I fay the Council of Trent wouki have reform'd it, 
hadic qt eqn ten Court Is HP 
preſent King by his Injunions' reche Biſhops doth. 
enough ſhew his diſlike of chis *marter, if they: to: 
whom it belongsto prevent it will do their part. 

- Sicondly,” A Miniſter that is ſetit of God niuſt be 
qualified with thoſe Gifts of Knowledge and Uete- 
rance, as are highly neceſſary to the Miniſtry. Tho” 
'cis hard to determine what degrees of Gifts are ne- 
ceflary, yer 'tis eaſie to ſee that degrees of Know- 
ledgeare neceflary to him that'is to teach and in- 
ſtruct men above waar is neceflary ne” os 

aſter 
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Ma Her ſhould know more than. the Scholar, the 
Guide ſhoyld know the wo better than the'Tra- 
yeller that takes him for Guide. Tho” the 
bi 01 would keep the people in ignoranice, 
for a learned Clergy. 5G doth make o' 

t ufe of the gifts of. Minifters, that 'tis —__ 

chat any that pretend to L.<arning ſhould make lig! 

of the Qualifications of Minifters, under a pretence 
that the ſuffereth, and that peo le ſhould 
notmuch concern themſelves about the gifts ofcheir 
Miniſters, God ( (they fay y) haying inftituted the Of- 
fice will-bI&$ it; and is not fie#h to the gifts of Mi- 
nifters.. US ir is thar Gad' is not tied to means 
ang inftrunients ;'he can do hin'own work withoue 
means, . bn weak inftruments. Bur yet this is 
rio role to' ts; for'we are nor ro confider what God: 
Gif, when or No if he hath done when means have 


n' the Natioris' coming otis '6f* 
ble 1 Rifirs were not to: be'had ;'T gone 
Go © but” that good was done by ſuch as "colt be 


" Semiecould cox no ih in read. But we. 


own Soul, igyot Nke'ro'favy othite w. M3 
ral up, 'of ofl\t tobring'the' Children of” ſrael'out 
of Eompt.' Moſes was in every thing ficced for that 
work ex ous ina readine of Speech, which was ſup- 
ply'd by Aaron,who was tobe Spoke eſman;. Aoſes 
7 bred up 5:at 'Court, and train'd up in the Learn- 
ing of es 7ians ;, a mani'thar underſtood the 
ys. BP Peticy, and the meckeſt man vpon _ 
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One that.was for, forty. Years an] .Fler ple ep and: 
had rravers'd:. that. Wilderneſs throy: 's hich. BO) 
was to lead the Children. of 1/r4e EG. teYEr br. 
Paul was before. his, Converli Ion, God, bat put. -him, 
Into the Miniſtry madg.bim an 2s IſE;> — 
tho” ogr Saviour choſe for, his, Diſc; Oak 5 yoke Sarto, 
Fiſhermen, yer St. Pau! chargeth. wat 

well to. the Gifts ahd Abilities of ſuch. as: Been q 
take intathe Miniftry, 2.7im. 2, 24 fe be. {ame.commu.. 
thou:ta faith ull men, who. (all. be a e.to Fr; Fe Pthers,. 
and,t to. ay... ands. ſuddenly 074. 40 8p TE M..5 2:3, 
Is ie nor orient, t Hes, tis not th Mee hue cheG 24 
of Miniſters and Vpenes ang 


capvert. ang, Peaple.t hat is the 
Nan, but an Office ie fg i pf jalepaing th 
And was Is the s Offi hy al Wart 
eg Pep the. work. | 
one by an Gon: von mens! Met Docks 
OE, f.a. Conſtable, - gh 
prevent.and gon cher r 3,994 Frobve 


or the careanddili 
Is a N tick, man heal'd by. £1 


Maint 2 
as tot 


he, is. the meſſenger of. 
the. nes 

ewo. things, w1z. .. 
Firſt, Miniſters: ba (7 able ho "FFD 
peopleto God, to open. thi Ee caſe of ak people, their: 
wants and deſires, and his own, wants.and. deſires 
in Fe: Miniſters. ſhould be : able to do this in 
'* - orderly, 
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orderly, clear, aid congruous Expreſſions, according to 
the ſeveral occaſions that will happen, which a ſtint- 
ed form can never comprehend. And that aftinted 
form cannot - comprehend the ſeveral occaſions. for 
which Prayers and Prailes ought to be offer d'up to 
God appears from hence, that as oft as days of Humi- 
liation and Thankſgiving are commanded to be obſer- 
ved, Prayers are compoſed and ſent down to be uſed 
for- that occaſion; which is-an open acknowledgment 
chat there is a Defe& in our Liturgy, and that *cis ne- 
ceflary. ro fupply that Defe&t.- -But what proviſion is 
there made for the particular occaſions of each Con- 
gregation, and for the ſeveral Members of the Con- 
gregation ? 'If new Prayers are neceſſary for days of 
Humiliation arid Thankſgiving, 'why nor for ſuch par- 
ticular occaſions'of the Congregation ? The' Minifter 
had need to be able to do this, for a ſtinted Form can- 
not” comprehend the' various Accidents of - Life, for 
which Prayers'and Praiſes'are to be'made. There will 
be 4nconvenientes that may attend conceiv'd Prayer; 
atid are there'noneon-the otherhand, that will attend 
eothpoſedForns# Every thitig tharis the work of man, 
will favour'of theimperfeftion 6f man. However,we 
as as T think): on the: ſureſt fide, for the Scripture 
commands usto pray ; but what” place af Scripture 
commatids hat Prayer 'muſt be always-as'6ft as the 
Church comes 'rogether in che fame words?" If aftint- 
ed? Form wer&'1o' neceſſary! as-is pretenidetl,: T don't 
tiink it world have been left u leteritiitied: in the 
Sctiptute # telthet would-the Apoſtles have left 'the 


ſeveral Chuickeerhat ___ 6 placited, unpfrovided of a 


Fer of Prayer;4f a Formhad been neceſſary! .This 
Argument Whictſome havd well im prov'd; catriesthat 
weight witWit; that they 'thatare for che impoſing; of 
Forrhs,\do yet: "acknowledge thaFſiich Forms of Pray- 
or from which it wis' not hwfuſÞfor the Miniſter to 
vary, were 'otinipoſed for thefirft three Centuries ; 
autbanteguently © that they came not into the _ 

jan 
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ftian Church till about four or five hundred years af- 
ter Chriſt. Now to take off this prejudice, they tell 
us that then there was no need ofthem, Miniſters were 
ſupplied with extraordinary Gifts, Gifts of Tongnes, 
Gifts of Miracles, Gifts of Propheſie. .. I. confels, *tis ve- 
ry evident that ſuch extraordinary Gifts were then be- 
i - but that every one that was ordain'd to the 
Miniſtry, had thereupon aconſtant extraordinary Gift 
either for Prayer or Preaching, is ſooner ſaid than 
prov'd. Nay rather the contrary to this is evident, 
that tho' the firſt general Preachers of the Goſpel that 
were not limited to this-or that Church, but were to 
ſpread the Goſpel in- all-Places and. Nations ; tho? I 
fay theſs (no doubt) had ſuch an extraordinay Gift, 
it doth not appear that all others had ic. . ThedireQi- 
ons that St. Paul gives to Timothy and. Titus about the 
Qualifications of Miniſters do plainly intimate the 
contrary. So that ſtinted Forms- of. Prayer. coming 
into the Church not till four or five hundred years 
after Chriſt; wherher the impoſing of Forms of Prayer 
be to be juſtified from hence, becauſeabout 500 years 
after Chriſt, they were impes'd; I fay, whether his 
be a good argument muſt. be determined from the ſtats 
of the Church at thar time. . As to this-all that I ſhall 
fay is to repeat the words of one that hath ranſacked 
all the Corners, penetrated. .the inwards, and dived 
to the bottom of Antiguity, viz. Mr. Clerk/on, p. 181. 
ſpeaking of the Introtluftion of Liturgies. They wers 
not entertained, till nothing was-admitted into the 
Churchzde novo, but corruptions, or the Iſlues of them; 
no change. made in the ancient Uſages, but for the 
worſe, no Notions from its-Primitive:State, butdown- 


wards into 
reſpeted, 
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mality, into which - Chriſtianity was ſinking. In a 
word, not till the Church was rather tobe pitied than 
imirated. Thus far Mr. Clerk/on. -E 
\ I confeſs, however, *tis a cunning Device, for by 
this means, viz. the caſting out of all Prayer but what 
is read out of a Book, there will be no diſcernab'e dif- 
ference of Miniſters Gifts ; but they will hardly be a- 
ble to prevent the people from ſaying, this way of 
Pryer isno morethan we ourſelves can do,why ſhould 
we maintain and honour men fordoing no more than 
a Boy of ten or twelve years old can do? nay there 
will be a greater inconvenience than this ; Let Mi- 
niſters be provided for with Forms of Prayer made to 
their hands, without putting forth themſelves to exer- 
cifſe the Gift of Prayer, and in time they will be una- 
ble ro pray otherwiſe. 7 | 

Secondly, A Minifter ſhould be able to ſpeak from 
God to the people ; co declare the. whole Will and 
Counſel of God to them. The Work and Deſign of 
the Miniſtry is co better Mankind, to turn menfrom 
their evil ways,and from theevil of their doings ; ſure- 
ly fuch.a work doth _— Gifts of Knowledge and 
Ucterance. Converſion doth reftore man to the image 


- of God, which conſifts in. Knowledge, Righteouſnels, 


and Holineſs, and the means muſt be ficted to the end. 
Miniſters ſhould: be able not only: ra-make Sermons, 
ſer ſtudied Diſcourſes, :but-upon all occaſions to ſpeak 
a word in feaſon. ''1'am ſure this is that which /Mini- 
tters promiſe to do, v4. to uſe both publick and: pri- 
varte Monitions and Exhorrcations as well to the ſick as 
to the whole: Spay/. 3. Office of Ofdination. -: -- . 
"Thirdly, Togerher with rheſe, there ought co be the 
approbation of thofe to whom it: belohgs: to judge'of 
the Qualifications of choſe that would devorg'chem- 
ſelves and their Labours .co God in the;Servioeiof the 
| y, When the have | dthemas 


Minifiry 
 duly-qualified, and commended! them to God, und 


16 An 0rdmation-Sermon preached 


have by Prayer- and 'Impoſition of -hands 'inveſted 
them in che Miniſtry, :theſe are-to 'be' owned -by the 
people as Miniſters ſent of God. :-. 

.F know that ſome engroſs this-power of making Mi- 
Diſters to ſuch as are: now called: Dioceſan Biſhops, 
whom they make'ſo neceſlary to Ordination of Mini- 
ſters, that whoever is ordain'd without them by: Mi- 
niſters of particular Congregations, ſome of our Bre- 
threnare pleas'd.to ſay, theſe Ordinations having not 
the' concurrence of a Dioceſan Biſhop, are a merenul- 
lity. And the Parliament that made:the Law, that 
required Reordination of all ſuch as had been thus or- 
dain'd, were nv doubt of this opinion. Some indeed 
have ſaid their. Ordination was required to the exer- 
cife of their Miniſtry, and not the Office. A Licenſe 
would have done that without Ordination. Moreover 
there was no difference made betwixt thoſe that had 
been ordain'd before, and thoſe that pretended not-to 
it-;; which proves that our Law.makers, of whom the 
Biſhops were a part,' look'd upon all thoſe Qrdinati- 
ons as: a Nullity, for no leſs was required of. us thar 
had been ordain'd than of thoſe that had not been'or- 
dain'd.  And-yet they would not declare that all our 
Miniſtration were a nullity. . So inconſiſtent areall 
they with themſelves that deſignthe intereſt of a Par- 
ty, more than of the 'truch. This puts me in mind 
of what: a reverend Miniſter then told one of the Bi- 
ſhops; viz. Iam afraid (faid he) there is that Severi- 
ty ſhewn in the: Actof Conformity, that 'tis tobe fear- 
ed:very many Miniſters will noticonform: Fo whom - 
the Biſhop replied; I am afraid there will be too many, 
Surely (coſpeak modeſtly) that Prelate:was not of the 
opinion:of the Apoſtle Paul, who Tejoyced that Chriſt 
was-preached, tho? ſome that preached him were 19 
great-friends to the: Apoſtle. But'in confirmation ef 


on'what is paſt any farther chanour own. Vindication 
will make it neceſſary, ©  * Furſt, 
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Firſt, Therefore to prove this, ler it be ſuppoſed that 

a Miniſter of a particular Congregation (whom for di- 
ſtinction-ſake wecall a Presbyter) be of an inferior or- 
der to a Biſhop. Itis upon this pretence thatche power 
of Ordination is denied to them. Now if theſe Mini- 
ſters (Presbyters) being bur the Miniſters of particular 
Congregations may make a Biſhop, they may certain- 
ly make and ordain Minifters ; for if they can dorthe 
greater, they may do the lefs. This was the anſwer 
of Archbiſhop Uſber to King Charles the Firſt, who told 
thac King, that in the Church of Alexandria the Pref: 
byrers always made their own Biſhop. And the thing 
is ſoneceſlary, that Epiſcopacy can't well be prelerv*d, 
except the inferiour Clergy have a power to make 
their own Biſhops. Suppoſe as ſometimes it hath fallen 
out here in this Kingdom, that there were not Biſhops 
ehough to conſecrare Biſhops, who can make them bur 
the inferiour Clergy ? It fell out ſo in England at the 
coming of Queen E/zaberb ro the Crown. Cardinal 
Poole then Archbiſhop of Caxterbury died within four 
and twenty hoursof Queen ary, and upon his death 
the See of Canterbury being void, Dr. Parker was pre- 
ferr'd to it, there were not (as Dr. Burne: now Biſhop 
of Salzbury obſerves) Biſhops enough of the Proteſtant 
Religion to ordain him, and the Popiſh Biſhops would 
Not : ſo he was made Biſhop by Barlow, Story, Cover- 
dale atnd Hodgkins, three of theſe were only Titular, 
and had no Sees, and the other a Suffragan. So thar 
the firſt Biſhop that was made here upon the coming 
of Queen Elizaberhto the Crown, was made by Preſ- 
byters, and not by Dioceſan Biſhops. This pur Mr. 
Maſon upon the writing of his Book in Vindication of 
the E,gliſh Miniſtry againſt the Papiſts, who triumph'd 
much upon this occaſion. Surely therefore, if Mini- 
ſters may make Biſhops, who pretend to be a ſupert- 
our order to them, what ſhould hinder char they 
ſhould not have a power = ordain Miniſters ? Jun 
| | inch 
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ſuch another abſurdity the Papiſts cun themſelves into; 
for they alſo appropriate the pawer of Ordination to 
Dioceſan Bifhops, and yet according to the Doctrine 
of Tranſubſtantiation , every Prieft by a few words 
ſpeaking can make a God, and turn the Elements of 
Bread and Wine inito the natural Body of our Savis 

our, but they muſt not preſume to make Miniſters. 
Secondly, The nature of Ordination proves our Mti- 
niſtry to be no Nullity. Ordinatien 1s but a determi- 
ning of the perſons to be ardained, as perſons duly 
qualified for the Office, whereupon they are by Pray- 
er and Impoſition of hands inveſted in the Miniſtry. 
Now what is there in this, that Miniſters may not do 
without a Dioceſan ? We donotgive them their pow- 
er and miniſterial Authority, thar is from God, and 
what that power is that God gives them, 'tis not we, 
but the word of God that muſt determine. The pow- 
er and authority Ecceſiaſtical or Miniſterial is from 
God as the civil power. Now *tis not uſual for RuOga 
ro be inveſted by Kings, *tis always done by their Sub- 
jets. True ir is in the Office of Ordination as ap- 
pointed in the Church of Erg/and, the Biſhop is di- 
rected to ſay, Take thou Authority to preach the word 
of God, and ro miniſter the holy Sacraments. Bur 
*risnot the Biſhop that is che Donor of that Authority, 
and that *cis not ſo, wili appear to him that doth but 
conſider this one thing, they that ordain men to the 
Office, don't make the Office. He only gives the pow- 
er that made the Office to which the power belongs. 
As the King that can make Corporations and Mayors, 
doth give them what power they have. Our Brethren 
that would nullifie our Miniſtry, are pleas'd to tell us, 
that Biſhops in ordaining Miniſters do give them what 
power they have, and that Miniſters canthave no more. 
power than the Biſhops intended to give them in Ordi- 
nation ; and that therefore Presbycers can have no 
power to ordain, becauſe the Biſhops in gy 
them 
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them, intended it not to them: True it is that about 
two hundred years ago all our Ordinations came from 
thoſe that were of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion and Com- 
munjon ; and who can pretend that they that then or- 
dain'd did intend to give this power ? The argument 


were of weight, if the Biſhops had made the Office, 


bur it being not ſo, it matters not what their intenci- 
ons were that then ordain'd Minifters. Were it not 
ſo, what I pray would become of the Reformation ? 
Had our Reformers no more power than the Pope 
and his Biſhops intended to give them? Surely, they 
never intended them a power toreform. Ordination 
therefore being but a determining of the Perſons, and 
an inveſting men in the Miniſtry, what power there- 
upon Minifters have, is from God : as when one of your 
Neighbours is made Mayor of your Town, he doth 
not receive his power from them that choſe him, nor 
from him that ſwears him, but from the King, that 
gave the Charter. > 
Thirdly, T would argue from the neceſſary conſe- 
quence of that opinion that would engroſs the power 
of Ocdination to a Dioceſan, and make all other Or- 
dinations a meer Nullity. It followeth (and they own 
it) that cheir Miniſtry is no Miniſtry, their Sacraments 
no Sacraments, their Churches no Churches, and 'tis 


well if they allow them to be in a ſtate of Salvation : 


and yettheſe very men acknowledge that they are true 
Miniſters and Churches, that have Roman Ordination, 
proclaiming hereby an utter Renunciation of the re- 
formed Churches, which have no ſuch Ordinations, 
and yet a Coalition with the Roman Church and Cler- 
gy, whom. they will allow (if any of chem will 
come over to us) the exerciſe of their Miniſtry with- 
out Ordination, but not the Preteftant Miniſters that 
were drivenout of France, That I do not wrong them, 
ſee Mr. Dodwell's Preface to the Unity of the Prieſt- 
hood, p. 11, where he faith, That we are guilty of a- 
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betting a divine Authority in men, to whom God 
hath given no ſuch Authority, that we are. guilty 
of forging Covenants in God's name, and counterteit- 
ing the great Seals of Heaven in Rarification of them. 
And what can be moretreaſonable by all the principles 
of Government ? what is more provoking and more 
difficultly pardonabie ? Theſe are his words ; and they 
are indeed ſevere and frightfull ; but as one faith, the 
Devil hurts thoſe moſt he leaſt affrighteth. Our Com- 
fort is, that the old Church of England owned the fo- 
reign Proteſtant Churches as true Churches, and their 
Minifters as true Paſtors. -It is but a few (Ihope) of 
the Innovators, that call themſelves the Church of 
England; that ſay, they have no true Miniſters that 
have not an uninterrupted Succeſſion of Dioceſan Or- 
dination from the Apoſtles. It was theſe men, or 
men of theſe Principles that made the ſevere Acts, that 
required Re-ordination ; and have been the great A- 
gents of al] the dividing, perſecuting, ſitencing Laws, 
tro which God Almighty, by bringing in of our Prote- 
ſtant King, hath put a ſtop. I ſhall mention one con- 
ſequence more that they muſt necellarily own that 
go this way ; ifour Miniſtry without the concurrence 
of a Biſhop in our Ocdination be a Nullity, our Mini- 
ſtrationsalſoin the giving the Sacraments muſt beaNul- 
uty, a counterfeiting of rhe broad Seals of Heaven, to 
ſpeak in the words of the before-mentiond Author, 
thoſethar we baptiz'd are not indeed bapriz'd.It follows 
hence that our Sovereign Lord the King hid need to 
addreſs himſelf to them for Baptiſm ; for I am per- 
ſwaded he that gave his Majeſty Chriſtian Baptiſm 
was not Epiſcopaliy ordain'd. And ſurely that Prince 
that would be ſupreme head of the Church, had need 
io be initiared by Baptiſm. 

More might be ſaid in confirmation of this, bur I 
ſhall ſpend the remainder of our time in drawing ſome 
practical Inferences from the Diſcourſe, 
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APPLICATION. 
Firſt therefore, It appears from hence, that they 


that nullifie the Miniſtry 'of ſuch perſons, who have 


all chat is neceſlary to prove their Miſſſoq, are no re- 
al Friends to the Reformation. Our firſ: Reformers, 
though they differed from the Foreign Proteſtanc 
Churches, afted from Catholick Principles, that com- 


prehended the Foreign Ordinations, chuſing rather to 


aſſert the. Identity of Biſhops and Presbyters, than to 
expoſe thoſe Churches that had thrown out our Eng- 
liſh Prelacy. And though they pleaded for Epiſcopa- 
cy, they'acknowledged that it was not neceſſary to the 


being, but only ad bene eſſe of the Church. And it was 


not tilt our Reformation went backward by an endea- 
vour to bring in a Coalition with the Church of Rome, 
that Reordination was required of themthathad been 


ordained before by Presbyters. Peter Martyr at Oxford, 


AMartin Bucer at Cambridge had Eccleſiaſtical Prefer- 
ments in the Church of Ezg/and; Cranmer that invited 
them. hither never required Re-ordination -of them. 
Whitting ham was made Deanof Durham though it was 
known, that in his Exile in Queen Mary's time, : he 
had been erdain'd by Presbyters-only. Mr. Travers 
ordaind by a Presbytery beyond the Sea, was ſuffered 
quietly to hold rhe place of a Centurer at the Temple. 
Mr. Camero ordain'd in France had thelike liberty, by 
the Permiſſion of King Fames the Firſt, when thar 
King was about to ſet up Epiſcopacy in Scorland; it 
was argued whether the Biſhops intended for Scct/and 
ſhould nor be ordain'd firft Miniſters, becauſe they 
had not received Ordination by a Biſhop, and it was 
carried in the negative by the means of Biſhop Bancref?. 
Thus this matter went till Archbiſhop Laud (whoſe 
great deſign it was to bring about a Reconciliation be- 
tween the Church of En21znd and the Church of Rowe) 
made it his buſineſs to pleaſe the Romaniſts, and irc 


could not but pleaſe them ro ſee thoſe that had the 
B 3 mai'dge- 
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management of our Church affairs here in England, 


declare a Nullity in our Miniſtry and Miniſtrations, 


they knew it would be a good ſtep towards Popery. 
This deſign dying with him was revivd again upon 
the coming in of King Charles IT. Surely thoſe learn- 
ed Men and Biſhops that had been with chat King in 
his Exile beyond the Seas, muſt be ſuppoſed to know 
that King's Religion, and what his deſigns were; theſe 
were they that amongother hard things that they im- 
poſed upon us to theexerciſe of our Miniftry, brought 
a neceſlicy of Re-ordination. FI 
Secondly, Seeing the ſincere defire of doing good to 
Souls is ſo neceffary to prove Miniſters to be ſent of 
God, I beg of you that are to be ordain'd this day to 
Jookto your Aims and Ends, that they be fuch, for Pu- 
rity of intention is abſolutely required to the accep- 
tance of what we do; ſo that though we. do what is 
commanded, bur not becauſe it is commanded; 1t is 
as if we had not done it, nay 'tis in ſome-reſpect as if 
God had not commanded it. Remember the words 
of the Prophet concerning Febu. He was command- 
to deſtroy the houſe of Ahab, and yet becauſe he did 
what he was commanded, but not with that Purity 
of Intention as was neceſſary to his acceptance, not 
to deſtroy Idolatry as he pretended, but to eſtabliſh 
himſelf in the Kingdom, therefore, ſaith God, 1 ib 
avenge the blood of Jezreel upon the houſe of Fehu, Ho: 
1. 3, 4 The more entirely we aim at this, the doing 
of good, the turning men from theevil of their ways 
and doings, the more contented we ſhall be in our 
preſent circumſtances; in which, though we have not 
chat encouragement as we cou'd defire, yet we have 
more than the Primitive Preachers of the Goſpel ob- 
tain'd for the ſpace of three hundred years : we have 
more encouragement than we expected, or indeed 
could rationally expect, enough therefore to make us 
chankfully to acknowledge it is che Lord's doing, \and 
# is marvelous in our eyes, - | Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, Seeing the Gifts of Knowledge and Utte- 
rance are ſo highly neceſſary to the Miniſtry, let us 
more endeavour to qualifie our ſelves with thoſe Gifts 
that may evidence it to the People, that we are ſent 
of God, and not truſtto the Ceremony of Ordination, 
which when it is applied to men utterly deſtitute of 
thoſe Gifts may be a mere Nullity. A Mute or an I- 
diot is no Miniſter though ordain'd. Our care there- 
fore ſhould be, oursthac are in the Miniſtry, and yours 
that ſtand as Candidates for the Miniſtry, to keepand 
increaſe thoſe Gifts that may enable us to the perfor- 
mance of all Miniſterial Duries. = 

Firſt, Weare the mouth of the people to God. What! 
ſhould a Miniſter look no- further to accompliſh him- 
ſelf for that part of his Miniſtry, but to read out of 
the Book what he hath to pray for in behalf of the peo- 
ple? God commandeth Chriſtians ro pray with all-Pray- 
er and Supplication in the Spirit, Eph. 6. 16. And is 
the Miniſtry exempted ? ſhould he not be able to do 


" that which every private Chriſtian is required to do ? 


A Miniſter ſhould not be confin'd to the Fetters of o- 
ther mens narrow defettive Words and Books, what- 
ever may be ſaid on behalf of ſuch as need;the help of 
a compoſed Form, I wonder that men.ſhould think 
itneceſſary that all ſhould be confin'd to them. Itcan'c 
be ſuppoſed: that all do need them. Letus note at- 
frighted out of our duty by a pretence that tht/thing 
is not attainable, on a ſudden to expreſs aur deſires. 
Remember the words of the Apoſtle, Rows. 8. 26. Like- 
wiſe the Spirit alſo belpetb our Infirmities, for we know 
not what we' ſhould pray for as we ought, - The Apoſtie 
doth. not ſay, the Book will tell you, for then: there 
was none, for ought appears, but the Spirit helpeth 
our Infirmities, So that Spiritual Prayer was in the 
Church, before the Jeſuits. brought ic in,; This Gift 
of the Spiritall ought to pray for, Miniſters eſpecially, 
that they may nor only deſire graciouſly, and acc-p- 
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tably things neceſſary, but expreſs theſe deſires on be- 
half of the people, that they by joyning with us may 
make them their own deſires. And we ſhould endea- 
vour to excell in this Gift, that we may avoid all thoſe 
Indecencies, which thoſe that idolize Forms -are apt 
ro take notice of and expoſe, wiz. a fooliſh Loquacity, 


' pouring - our (as one faith) tumultuous indigeſted 


thoughts. Me are not raſhly to utter any thing before the 
Lord, Eccleſ. 5. 2. We ſhould alfo avoid vain Re- 
petitions, for we ſhall not be heard for much ſpeaking, 
Matth. 6 59. We ſhould alſo avoid affetted Words 
and Phraſes, for certainly the more plain and familiar 
our words are, the better they ſuit with'the nature of 
Prayer. .Ina word, we ſhould endeavour to obſerve 
the general rule of our Saviour, mor to be as the hypo- 
crites, Thus let us all endeavour to accompliſh our 
ſelves for this partofour Miniſtry ;and ifour Brethren 
out of a fondneſs to their own way of Devotion will 
ridicule our Performances, and expoſe us to their peo- 
ple, let us patiently bear ir, 'tis no new thing for men 
fo pretend that there are Barbariſms and' Soleciſms in 
che Prayers of Miniſters. This St, Auſtin takes notice 
of in his time: - 114 enim non irredebunt, ſe aliquos anteſte- 
ra er ON eccleſie forte animadveniunt, vel cum 
barbariſmis &- ſoleciſmis deum invocare. So they will 
not jeer, if perhaps they take notice, thar ſome Biſhops 
and Miniſters of the Church do invocate God: with 
Barbariſms and Soleciſms : to ſuch as feared this, he 
fairh, God mindeth not ſo much the Expreſſion, as the 
inward Aﬀection. This paſſage by the way proves 
that ſuch Prayers were then uſed, in which ſome might 
pretend there were Barbariſms. Surely they could 
not be Forms preſc1ibed by the Church. However if 
we meet with the ſame uſage, the ſame Languege that 
Se. Auſtis in his time obſerv?d, let us not wonder at 
It; It ſeems it 18 nonew thing, and therefore we ſhould 
the more patiently bear it, and wang our own Spirits, 
char 
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that we do not expoſe and make their way of Devoti- 
on worſe than it is, becauſe they expoſe ours. For the 
Spirit of Prayer and true Devotion may be in thoſe 
that confine themſelves to a Form. And they that uſe 
no Forms nay be as formal as other Men. ' There is 
(as one faith, and I think he faith well in it) a parti- 
cular Guſt as to Spiritual things, that may differ as 
much as men do as to Meat and Drink. In which one 
Jiketh and is nourifhed by that which another loatheth, 
and it may be would do him hurt, if it were impos'd 
upon him. I do believe that the true Spirit of Prayer 
may be in thoſe-that do not well relliſh our way, and 
chey ought (and I doubt not but many of them do) 
think ſoof ours. Let every one have what he liketh, 
and let no man be drench'd with what he loatheth. Ir 
is but a few of that way, and they (I doubt) none of 
the moſt devout Perſons, that will dare to impoſe up- 
on any, but eſpecially upon ſuch frivolous pretences? 
Chriſtians have more need to be rebuk*d for the neg- 
let of Prayer in Secret and in their Families, than for 
praying without or with a Form. However it ſhould 
quiet-us to conſider, thatif the Controverſie be as for 
ought we know it is) who ſhall do beſt, itis the more 
pardonable, provided it be done on both ſides, with 
that Reverence and Unweariedneſs as it ought to be 
done; but woe be to that Hy pocrite that ſhall be found 
in the Omiſſion of that great Duty, for which he was 
ſuch a Stickler. They eat up my people, as they eat Bread, 
and call not upon the Name of the Lord, Plalm 14. 8. To 
conclude this particular, it doth ſeem to me, whatever 
1s pretended ta the contrary, that our firſt Reformers 
who compoſed the Liturgy, were far enough fromthe 
mind of thoſe that plead for its Impoſition ; they com- 
pos'd thoſe Forms to aſliſt Miniſters, that coming new- 
ly out of Popery muſt beſuppos'd to need thoſe helps, 
not with anintent to-exclude and run down extempore, 
conceiv'd Prayer. There is one paſlage m the Office 
Suro Eq of 
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of Ocdination, that makes me think fo ; it is immedi- 
ately after the Sponſions,and in theſe words,viz. After 
this the Congregation ſhall be deſir'd ſecretly in their 
Prayers tomake their humble Supplications to Gad for 
all cheſe things, for tue which Prayers, there ſhall be fi- 
lence kept fora ſpace. By this paſſage it appears that the 
Compilers of our Liturgy, as being ſenſible of the de- 
fe of a Form of Words, thought it neceſſary to give 
the Congregation a ſpace of time, that every perſon 
might abound inhis own way of conceived Prayer. 

Secondly, Being we are to ſpeak from God to the 
people, in which reſpeQ a Miniſter is-as God's Mauth 
to declare the whole counſel of God to them ; we 
ſhould endeavour to accompliſh. qur ſelves for this 
work, that we may do this according to the direction 
that St. Paul gives Tims, chap. 2.v. I, 8. With ſoundneſs 
of Dotrine, and with Speech that cannot be blansd. 

Firſt, Tet us endeavour to do it with Soundneſs. of 
Doctrine, v.1. Speak thou the things which become ſound 
De&rine : Now to do this there is need of skill, the 
Chriſtian Religion is baited with many Controverſies, 
and that in ſome material points. The Enemy. hach 
ſown his Tares, Books that ſtrike at all reveal'd Reli. 
gion are in all parts of the Nation ; Miniſters whoſe 
Calling it is to look into Books, ſhould be able to dil- 
cern, that they may do their part to prevent the 
ſpreading of thoſe opinions, 1 Tim. 4. 16. Take heed to 
thy ſelf, and to thy Doffrine, 

Secondly, Soundneſs of Speech that cannot be blamd, 
y. 8. Thatnot only the matter we deliver be agree- 
able to the Analogy of Faith, but we ſhould be able tr 
expreſs our Thoughts ſo as that the wording of our 
matter be not deſpisd. The Ezg/zþ Tongue is much 
refin'd of late years. -I confeſs we ſhou!d avoid on the 
one hand quaintneſs of Speech, that which the Apoſtle 
calls the words of man's wiſdom, 1 Cor. 2.4. In the 
uſe of this it is poſſible for choſe char affect a ray 
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Stile, to preach to the people to as little purpoſe al- 
mot, as * we preach'd in another . Language ; he no 
doubt is the beſt Preacher, that/can make every thing 
thac he preacheth tothe people, eafie to be underſtood. 
And yet we ſhould take heed of falling into an ex- 
treme this way, and fill mens ears with an empty 
Sound of Words, nauſeous Reperitions, and for want 
of Matter, fay over and over the ſame thing, and de- 
liver words without Matter. 

Having gotten theſe Gifts, let us ſee to it, that we 
don't loſe them. The way to have the continuance 
and increaſe of theſe, is to'uſe them to the end for 
which'they aregiven. The way topray better isto pray 


more, the way to preach better is to preach more. E- 


very one learneth by teaching, and gets at leaft a more 
orderly digeſted knowledge. Let every one do his 
beſt, and ſtir'up the Gift that is in him, and by this 
means he will attain to do better, and his profiting will 
appear. God threathens the 1do/-ſhepherds, that their 
arm ſhould be dried, and their right eye darkned, 
Zech. 11. 17, This is a Judgment to be feared by all 
men, Miniſters eſpecially, even the darkning, wither- 
ing Operations of God's Spirit, 

{na word, we ſhould endeavour in a particular man- 
ner to accompliſh our ſelves for occaſional Diſcourſes, 
I confeſs *tis more natural for ſome men, all have nor 
a preſence of Mind and Thought, nor a command of 
words to expreſs their own thoughts, and yet *cis that 
which Miniſters eſpecially ſhould endeavour afrer, thac 
upon all occaſions we may be able to ſpeak a word in 
ſeaſon ſuited to the occaſion. | 
 T could not bur take particular notice of what T 
lately met with in a Book written by a Jeſuir, one of 
the Miſſionaries that the French King employed in that 
great Empire of China, to convert them co Chriſtiani- 
ty in thoſe parts : He obſerves that he found more 


| good doneby thoſe occaſional Diſcourſes, than by his 


ſtudied 
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ſtudied Performances ; People were' more affeted 
and wrought upon by what was ſaid ro them in par- 
ticular concerning a future State, the day of Judg- 
ment, than of what he had ſaid with more ſtrength of 
reaſon in the Congregation. - q | 

Fourthly, Let us then deliver-and look after the ſuc- 
ceſs of that Meſſage that God hath ſent by us; a 
faithfull Meſſenger ought todeliver the whole Meſlage. 

Firſt, er us deliver our Meflage withall faithfulneſs, 
and without Parriality, and reſpec&t of perſons. Say 
to the wicked, it ſhall go ill with him; fay to the 
righteous it ſhall go well with him. Have we a care of 
mincing the matter ; airh. 28. 20. Teaching them to 
obſerve all things whatſoever I command you. Our Sa- 
viour as ſent of God kept within the bounds of his 
Commiſſion, Fohn 12. 49. I have not ſpoken of my ſelf, 
but the Father which hath [ent me, he hath given Comn- 
mandment, what Iſhall ſay, and what I ſhould ſpeak, And 
therefore ſurely Miniſters ſhouid take heed, that we 
may be able to ſay with our Saviour, my Do&rine is 
ot mine, but his that ſent me. 

Secondly, And yet we ſhould not only deliver, bur 
look after the ſucceſs of our Meſſage, and to take care 
to do every thing, that may promote and not hinder 
the ſucceſs of our Miniſtry, Culoſ. 1. 28, Warning eve- 
ry man, and teaching every man in all wiſdom, that we 
214) preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Feſus. And this 
we ſhould endeavour, 

Firſt, By a Life ſuitable toour Calling. Sure!y our 
Relation to God, as ſent by him, doth oblige us ro cake 
heed of our ſelves, that our Miniſtry be not blamed, 
forif we do notlive well, not only we in our Perſons, 


but our Miniſtry will be blam'd, 2 Cor. 6.3. *Tistrue 


It ſhould not beſo, why ſhould the Miniſtry be blani'd 
for the faults of ſome men? And yet becauſe men will 
do it, therefore we ſhould take the more heed to our 


ways. The people ſhould not have abhorr'd the. 
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Lord's Offerings, becauſe E/:'s Sons were wicked lewd 
men, and yet it was an Aggravation of their Sin, that 
they gave the people that occaſion. The Apoſtle faith 
to Timothy, let no may deſpiſe thy youth, 1 Tim, 4. 1%. 
He doth nor fay it to the people, becauſe generally 
when we are deſpis'd, the fault is in our ſelves; and 
the way to prevent, that the people may not deſpiſe 
ſuch of us as are yonng, or upon any .other account, 
is to do whatthe Apoſtle there exhorts Timothy to, Be 
thou an example to believers, in word, in converſation, in 
ſpirit, m faith, in purity. The greateſt Gifts of Mini- 
ſters will never do that good, as their bad example 
will do hurt. The people not only that are ignorant 
but ſuch as fear God, will rake bad Impreſſions, and 
many times will be led away by the example of Mini- 
ſters, eſpecially in things that are diſputable, the Apo- 
ſtle obſerves that many were carried away by the Dif- 
ſimulation of Peter ; fo that he was conſtrained to re- 
prove bim openly before the Church, Gal. 2. 14. Ina word, 
we ſhould be the more carefull to give in all things a 
good example, for they thar ſcruple co hear us, will 
be quick-ſjghted to obſerve what is amiſs in us. 
Secondly, We ſhould not only deliver bur endeavour 
the ſucceſs of our Meſſage from God to the people by 
our inceflant Prayers ; for *tis Prayer that renders our 
endeavours in the Miniſtry fruicfull and ſucceſsful. 
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water, but*tis God that 
muſt give the increaſe. Let a Miniſter be never fo ra- 
tional and convincing in his Diſcourſes, all his labour 
will be fruitleſs without divine Grace ſucceeding it A 
Key that is exactly fit co all the Wards of the Lock, 
cannot open it without an hand to turn it. Let the 
moſt proper and powerfull motives to work upon the 
heart be repreſented-in the proper light, and evidence 
to the utmoſt advantage ; they cannoropen the heart, 
this is God's work, and this we ſhould pray for. It is 


obſervable, that Abraham's Servant would not deliver - 


the 
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the Meſſage for which he was ſent, till he had firft 
prayed to God to ſucceed it, Gen. 21. 12. And then 
juſt as he prayed ſo it fell out. Thus when Nehemiab 
was to-make his Requeſt to the King, he darted up a 
ſhort Prayer to the God of Heaven, before he would 
ſpeak to the King, Neb. 2. 5,6. For what doſt thou make 
thy requeſt? So I prayed to the God of Heaven, andſaid to 
the King, Let #s do the like. The Goſpel is the power 
of God to Salvation, bur ſtill Prayer is requiſite to ob- 
eain the holy Spirit,by whoſe influence the wordproves 
effetual, What is more worthy of our conſtant Pray- 


ers than precious immortal Souls? I do remember 


what I read in the Life of that moſt eminent Man of 
God, Mr. Walſh a Minifter of Scotland, who being to 
preach in the Afternoon, he tarried fo long at his houſe, 
that the Congregation thought fit to ſend the Clerk to 
ſee what the matter was that Mr. al(þ ſtaid beyond 
his uſual time ; the Clerk drawing near the room where 
he was, heard a very loud Voice, and ſtanding ftill, 
he heard him with great importunity, oft repeat- 
ing thoſe words of ſes to God, If thy preſencego not 


with me, I will not go frombence ; as if he had determi- 


ned not to preach till God ſhould hear his Prayers for 
the ſucceſs. Accordingly it fell out, he had,never that 
ſucceſs as at that time, and yet none had greater at 0- 
ther times. 

Laſtly, As for you the people that areaſſembled to- 
gether upon this occaſion, I have a word or twoto 
ſpeak, and I have done. If Miniſters thus diſpos'd 
and qualified, thus approv'd of and inveſtedjin the Mi- 
niſtry, are ſent of God, your duty is to own themand 
receive them as ſuch. Pray conſider two things, viz. 

Firſt, Who it is that hath ſent them. We Miniſters 
are 1nall other reſpets as you are, but we are in God's 
ftead,2 Cor.5.19. We pray you in Chriſt*s ſtead be ye recon- 
cited to. God.God in this matter dealeth wiſely in dealing 
familiarly with you, hedoth not ſpeak immediately to 
{ youu 
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you from Heavenzthat the terrors of his Majeſty may 
riotmake you afraid,but ſendethmen,men of like Paſſ- 


ons with our ſelves, who, if they deceive you, they 


muſt deceive their own Souls. Take heed therefore of 
deſpiſing the methods of the Almighty, that it isby che- 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching, or that it is by men that the 
Meflage of the Almighty is broughtqunto you. In o- 
cher matters the Meſſenger is received according to 
the reſpe&t wehave to him that ſent him. Our Saviour 
doth much inſiſt upon this, that he came not in his 
own name, butin the name of him char ſent him. And 
he tells his Diſciples, as the Father ſent me into the world, 


ſo ſend you, abating only for what is extraordinary ; as | 


Chrift ſent the firſt Apoſtles, ſo he ſends the ordinary 
Minifters of the Goſpel ; lo I am with you to the end of 
the world; with you as long as you ſhall lIive,aud with them 
that ſhall ſucceed you in the ordinary work of the Miniſtry. 
The Apoſtles were ſent with extraordinary Gifts, en- 
dued withan infallible Spirit, to write Scriptures, with 


_ Giftsof Miracles, Gifts of Tongues ; but for the main, 


the ſubſtance of the Commiſſion is the ſame, wiz. to te- 
ſtifie the Grace of God to every man, and to reveal 
the Will of God. | 
Secondly, Conſider the Meſlage that Miniſters brin 
you, God and man were at variance, the Son of God 
hath done and ſuffered all that was neceſſary on his 
part to make peace; Miniſters are ſent in the ſtead of 
Chriſt to perſwade men to accept of thoſe terms, upon 
which peace may be had. Behold we come as Abra- 
baw's Servant, to propoſe a Match between the Son 
of God, andthe Sonsof men, to eſpouſe you toChrilt. 
God hath ſent us to invite you, nay to compell you to 
come to the Marriage-Feaft, and to tell you thar all 
things are ready on God's part. We can ſhew you, 
as Abraham's Servant did, Gem, 24. 22. the Bracelets 
and the Ear-rings, and the precious things that God 
hath ſent you by us, don't ſpeak this to gain outward 
Reſpect 
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Reſpect .. and Precedence _ before men_, bur you are :10 
conſider ©  thar whatever reſpe&t you ſhow  Miniftets 

ris infinitely ſhort of Whar is due to them, rill the Meſſage 

they bring you be entertain*d, . To receive us and entertain” 
us as one Friend doth another at your Table, alas whar is 
this > Toreceive a-Propher in the name of a Propher is tore- - 
ceive the Meſſage he brings you. We are ſent to perſwade - 

you to be. reconcil'd to. God ; _ kindneſs to us 1s-nor e- 

nough, till you are become rhe Friends -of God thar ſenr.us, 

When Ehud told Eplon that he had a Meſſage from God to 

him, he aroſe out of his ſeat, Judg. 3. 30, ' Our Meſſage is nor 

as his was, bur 'ris a Meffage of Peace and good-will. Sure- 
ly therefore, whatever the Mefſenger is; the Meſſage is weigh- 

ty. And whatever oppoſition we may.meet with from 0- 

others, thar condemn us and our Preaching as ſchiſmarical, 

our Miniſtry as a Nullity ; though they / accuſe us for coun- 
rerfeiring the great Seals of Heaven, if we can prevail in our 

Meſſage, which is to perſ[wade you to be reconciÞd to God, 

ro eſpouſe you to Chriſt ; tis this will ſupport us under all 

the hard Speeches of men otherwiſe minded. Now ir lieth 
upon you toenable us, ro uſe the words of the Apoſtle to rhe 

Corinthians, among whom there were ſome of their Mini- 
 fters that did nor only deſpiſe his Perfon' and Gifts, bur did - 

alſo queſtion his Apoſtleitiip, 1 Cor. 9.2. If I be not an Apo- 

tle to others, yet doubtleſs I am to you 3 for the Seal of mine A= 
poſtleſhip are ye in the Lord. See you to it rhar you difproye 
them thar nullifie ovr Miniſtry, Perhaps. you are fr able 
to anſwer all the Objections that may be made againſGyur. 
Miniſtry, and Preaching : No more was the blind man in 
the Goſpel able to anſwer all thar rhe Fews ſaid againſt Chriſt ; 
but he had an inartificial Argument drawn from the-good he 
had receiv'd from him, that pur them all to: filence, ' here 
as I was born blind, now I ſee, ' Saith'the Plalmiſt, I will ne- 
ver forget thy.' precepts, for by them thou haſt quickned me- 

Wailſt others expoſe our Prayers as nonſenſical, or worſe, if. . 

by this Mode of Praying, in which welead youto the Throne 

of Grace, you keep up, the Spirit of Deyorion ; if by our 

Miniſtry we perſwade you to be reconcil'd ro God, and e- 

ſpouſe you ro Chriſt ; if-our Miniſtry obrain irs great end 

upon you, which is ro better Mankind ; by this means we 

ſhall berencouraged, and you'ſtiall be eſtabliſhed, . 
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